THE RETURN OF THE WATERS
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twenty-nine times. In certain parts of its
valley track a river will dislodge stones and
gravel, and at other parts, depending on
its velocity, will deposit them.

The plain track is the track of the river
across level plains which often are formed
of its own deposits. In this track its flow
is often split, and hemmed, and dammed.

The courses of the Rhine, the Rhdne,
the Danube, the Ganges, the Indus, the

impeded by any obstruction along one
bank, it forms a deposit at that point, and
swerves round to the opposite bank, which
it tends to scoop out. The scooped-out
concavity, in turn, makes the water curve
again to the opposite bank, where it re-
peats the scoopingout process. One curve
necessarily leads to another like it, in con-
formity with the law of the reciprocity of
curves. In the middle of its course the

..    .    _____

Photo Ewing Galloway, N. Y.

A STREAM  STARTING FROM  THE END  OF  A  GLACIER  ON MT.  RAINIER

The elephantine mass in the background is the ice of the glacier, and the dirt and stones with which it is covered are dropped at the end
of its slow progress as a solid mass to where it melts away in the rushing stream that issues from beneath it.

Mississippi, the Amazon, the Nile and
the Niger all can be divided into the above-
mentioned tracks. When the slope of a
river exceeds ten inches in a mile, or i in
6336, it is not navigable without locks.
The rate of flow of a river is naturally
retarded by irregularities of its bed; and
the layers of water next the bottom and
the banks, being retarded by friction,
move less rapidly than layers of water
towards the center. When a river is

Mississippi forms a series of curves so
much alike in shape and size that the
Indians and earliest colonists used them
for the purpose of estimating distances.
The larger the stream, the longer the curve
it describes. A brook may make several
curves in a single small field, whereas a
large river may make a curve of ten or
twenty miles, and come back almost to
the spot from which it started. These
curves are called meanders, the name being